
There’s a Psalm for This

One of the things that always fascinates me about the Psalms, and really the whole of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, is that, as far as they’re concerned, other gods are real. God, the one who rescued Israel, is 
of course bigger and better and even made those other gods, but they’re absolutely thought to be 
real. Baal is real. Asherah is real. Dagon is real. But God is bigger than them. Then, by the time of the 
Greek Scriptures, Paul loves to write that all those idols are just wood or gold and made by humans. 
It’s almost like the Hebrew Scriptures tell us “watch out for those real other gods that want to suck 
you in” but the Greek Scriptures emphasis is “don’t worry about those other gods; they can’t do 
anything to you.” Take Psalm 138, for instance, when the Psalmist declares that they will worship 
God and why.

Psalm 138 (CEB)
Of David.

I give thanks to you with all my heart, Lord. I sing your praise before all other gods.
I bow toward your holy temple and thank your name

for your loyal love and faithfulness
because you have made your name and word greater than everything else.

On the day I cried out, you answered me. You encouraged me with inner strength.

Let all the earth’s rulers give thanks to you, Lord, when they hear what you say.
Let them sing about the Lord’s ways because the Lord’s glory is so great!
Even though the Lord is high, he can still see the lowly,

but God keeps his distance from the arrogant.

Whenever I am in deep trouble, you make me live again;
you send your power against my enemies’ wrath;
you save me with your strong hand.

The Lord will do all this for my sake.

Your faithful love lasts forever, Lord!
Don’t let go of what your hands have made.

We don’t usually think in terms of other gods these days, but we definitely have things we worship 
before God. Money, power, sports teams, political affiliations – even things that are good for us like 
the Bible, church, or being Lutheran can become idols. But none of them are the Lord, our God. 
None of them have done for us what God has done, yet we worship them anyways.

I think it’s important for us to acknowledge, like the Hebrew Scriptures, that these other “gods” do 
exist, and they have power over us just like they had power over Israel from time to time. But it’s just 
as important to acknowledge that, when compared to God, they are just fluff – created things. Like 
the Psalmist, let’s give God the praise God is due, because of what God has done!

Pastor Mike Galica



Holy Cross Announcements

We’re in the Season of Lent, a time of repentant preparation as we turn with 
Jesus toward Jerusalem and the cross, building awareness of our sin and 
inevitable death so that the defeat of sin and death through the cross and 
empty tomb means that much more to us. Our paraments are purple, the 
color of royalty, to remind us of the mocking Jesus suffered during his 
passion, but also of the truth behind his “crime”: The King of the Jews.

Holy Week Services for this year are: Maundy Thursday – April 1, 7 PM; Good 
Friday – April 2, 8 PM. Both of these services will also be live-streamed on 
YouTube and the church website.

The Bear River Health Department has begun COVID-19 vaccinations for those 
over 70. For more information and to check availability, visit https://brhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-
information/

Our state and local health departments’ COVID-19 Transmission Level for our county is “Medium”. 
This means that we will be returning to in-person worship this Sunday, March 7! Please review 
the Holy Cross COVID-19 plan on our website to review the requests and requirements for 
meeting together. Most importantly, wear a mask and please remember that available space is 
limited due to social distancing!

If you’re a Thrivent member, you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars to distribute! Visit 
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 to find out if you are eligible.

If, while we are not meeting together, you want to still give an offering to the church, you can mail it 
to P0 Box 732, Brigham City UT, 84302. The post office box gets checked regularly and your 
giving will be secure.

Sunday School for children is recessed. Adult Sunday is posted to YouTube on Sunday mornings.

Holy Cross Quilters will continue refraining from meeting.

This Week’s Readings:
3rd Sunday in Lent – Lost Sheep, Coin, Son – Psalm 119:169-176; Luke 15:1-32

Next Week’s Readings:
4th Sunday in Lent – Rich Man and Lazarus – Psalm 41; Luke 16:19-31

https://brhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-information/
https://brhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-information/


Prayer List
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” — Phil 4:6

Keep the following in your prayers
Jeff & Darlene Hoedt, for safe travels to visit family.
Brian Hohn, friend of Bob Kosbab, with esophageal cancer.
Bill Galica, Pastor Mike’s uncle, recovering from hip replacement surgery.
Sherri Rackham recovering after a dog bite.
Our vulnerable populations, especially those with underlying health conditions, the homeless, and those 

lacking access to proper medical care in this time.
Nora Greer, for healing.
Trudee Klein, friend of Deborah Kay, for healing from cancer.
Tom & Jeanette Croft, friend of Kosbabs, for healing.
Abby Rasmussen and family, friends of Kosbabs, as she struggles with cystic fibrosis.
John Buist, our custodian, for continued health problems.
Lynne, Robert Quick’s wife, with health issues.
Aleasa, Robert Quick’s daughter, with health issues.
Mark Sparkman, Quick’s son-in-law, recurring health problems.
Gloria Perry, for healing from health problems.
Box Elder County Jail Ministry, that the inmates may respond to the Gospel.
Deborah Kay Hansen, prayers for healing from recurring health problems.

Give thanks to God
Laura, Pastor Mike’s friend’s daughter, is doing better and back in school.
Kyra, Quick’s granddaughter, is doing much better and is back to work.
Robert Quick, is doing better.
Chris, Ashley, and family, Jeff Hoedt’s son and daughter-in-law, and newborn Adelynn!
Amy, Michelle’s sister, and newborn Lyla!
Bryce and Emily Herman and newborn daughter, nephew & family of the Kosbabs, have recovered well.
Claudia Long, Andrea’s mom, is doing much better but still needs prayer for strength and health.
Tripp, newborn son of Lexa and Kyler, is off oxygen and doing much better.

K  eep those in prayer who are in harm’s way  
Medical professionals and all who are continuing to work during this pandemic.
Braxton Jeppsen, serving in the US Navy.

Let Pastor Mike know if  there are any petitions you wish to add to our Prayer List. If  you added someone to the prayer list, 
please update us on how they are doing! We love to celebrate praises as well as petitions. Out of  concern for people’s 
privacy, we haven’t been adding specific prayers to our church live-stream, but we continue to pray for all those needs
and concerns.


