
There’s a Psalm for This

It’s rather hard to believe that it’s almost Holy Week again. It’s been a running joke in my circle of 
friends that it is currently March 351st, 2020 – it really does still feel like that, when the pandemic 
was just starting and we weren’t quite sure what to expect. It still feels like, as the Psalmist writes in 
Psalm 11, “the very bottom of things [has fallen] out.”

Even with vaccines being deployed, and many of us already being fully vaccinated, the news and 
social media loves to tell us how awful everything is still going to be. Or if it isn’t the pandemic, 
there’s something else! One thing after another, influencers have quickly realized the same lessons 
that traditional media has known for ages: bad news sells.

But Psalm 11 has a differently message: bad things are going to happen, the righteous will be treated 
poorly by the wicked, but God loves the righteous.

Psalm 11 (CEB)
For the music leader. Of David.

I have taken refuge in the Lord.
So how can you say to me,
     “Flee to the hills like a bird because the wicked have already bent their bows;
     they’ve already strung their arrows;
          they are ready to secretly shoot those whose heart is right”?

When the very bottom of things falls out,
what can a righteous person possibly accomplish?

But the Lord is in his holy temple.
The Lord! His throne is in heaven.

His eyes see—his vision examines all of humanity.
The Lord examines both the righteous and the wicked;

his very being hates anyone who loves violence.
God will rain fiery coals and sulfur on the wicked;

their cups will be filled with nothing but a scorching hot wind
     because the Lord is righteous!
He loves righteous deeds. Those whose heart is right will see God’s face.

The Psalms especially, but all of Scripture in general, are consistent in this message that, whatever 
the wicked do to the righteous, whatever sufferings the righteous suffer, God is on the side of the 
righteous. But who is righteous? Who is wicked?

That’s the difficult question. No one wants to think of themselves as wicked, so we tend to read 
these passages and assume that we are the righteous ones who are oppressed. But what if we’re not? 
Does that mean doom for us like the doom proclaimed on the wicked?

Romans 3, quoting Psalm 14, reminds us that no one is righteous – but Romans 4 makes just as clear 
that Christ work, that we will celebrate in Holy Week, our wickedness is taken care of, and through 
faith, we are made righteous and called into a new life of love in Christ.

Pastor Mike Galica



Holy Cross Announcements

We’re in the Season of Lent, a time of repentant preparation as we turn with 
Jesus toward Jerusalem and the cross, building awareness of our sin and 
inevitable death so that the defeat of sin and death through the cross and 
empty tomb means that much more to us. Our paraments are purple, the 
color of royalty, to remind us of the mocking Jesus suffered during his 
passion, but also of the truth behind his “crime”: The King of the Jews.

Holy Week Services for this year are: Maundy Thursday – April 1, 7 PM; Good 
Friday – April 2, 8 PM. Both of these services will also be live-streamed on 
YouTube and the church website.

The Bear River Health Department has begun COVID-19 vaccinations for those 
over 50 and those over 16 with underlying medical conditions. For more information and to 
check availability, visit https://brhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-information/

Our state and local health departments’ COVID-19 Transmission Level for our county is “Medium”. 
This means that we will are now offering in-person worship again! Please review the Holy Cross 
COVID-19 plan on our website to review the requests and requirements for meeting together. 
Most importantly, wear a mask and please remember that available space is limited due to social 
distancing! Please let Pastor Mike know if you are planning to attend in-person.

If you’re a Thrivent member, you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars to distribute! Visit 
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 to find out if you are eligible.

If, while we are not meeting together, you want to still give an offering to the church, you can mail it 
to P0 Box 732, Brigham City UT, 84302. The post office box gets checked regularly and your 
giving will be secure.

Sunday School for children is recessed. Adult Sunday is posted to YouTube on Sunday mornings.

Holy Cross Quilters will continue refraining from meeting.

This Week’s Readings:
5th Sunday in Lent – Zacchaeus – Psalm 84; Luke 18:31-19:10

Next Week’s Readings:
Palm & Passion Sunday – Triumphal Entry – Psalm 118:15-21; Luke 19:29-44, Luke 22-23

https://brhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-information/


Prayer List
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” — Phil 4:6

Keep the following in your prayers
Jeff & Darlene Hoedt, for safe travels to visit family.
Brian Hohn, friend of Bob Kosbab, with esophageal cancer.
Sherri Rackham recovering after a dog bite.
Our vulnerable populations, especially those with underlying health conditions, the homeless, and those 

lacking access to proper medical care in this time.
Nora Greer, for healing.
Trudee Klein, friend of Deborah Kay, for healing from cancer.
Tom & Jeanette Croft, friend of Kosbabs, for healing.
Abby Rasmussen and family, friends of Kosbabs, as she struggles with cystic fibrosis.
John Buist, our custodian, for continued health problems.
Lynne, Robert Quick’s wife, with health issues.
Aleasa, Robert Quick’s daughter, with health issues.
Mark Sparkman, Quick’s son-in-law, recurring health problems.
Gloria Perry, for healing from health problems.
Box Elder County Jail Ministry, that the inmates may respond to the Gospel.
Deborah Kay Hansen, prayers for healing from recurring health problems.

Give thanks to God
Bill Galica, Pastor Mike’s uncle, has recovered well!
Kyra, Quick’s granddaughter, is doing much better and is back to work.
Robert Quick, is doing better.
Chris, Ashley, and family, Jeff Hoedt’s son and daughter-in-law, and newborn Adelynn!
Amy, Michelle’s sister, and newborn Lyla!
Bryce and Emily Herman and newborn daughter, nephew & family of the Kosbabs, have recovered well.
Claudia Long, Andrea’s mom, is doing much better but still needs prayer for strength and health.
Tripp, newborn son of Lexa and Kyler, is off oxygen and doing much better.

K  eep those in prayer who are in harm’s way  
Medical professionals and all who are continuing to work during this pandemic.
Braxton Jeppsen, serving in the US Navy.

Let Pastor Mike know if  there are any petitions you wish to add to our Prayer List. If  you added someone to the prayer list, 
please update us on how they are doing! We love to celebrate praises as well as petitions. Out of  concern for people’s 
privacy, we haven’t been adding specific prayers to our church live-stream, but we continue to pray for all those needs
and concerns.


